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assumed for their data certain constants which seemed to be
secure; e.g. a determinate human individual, such as we
now find him: a society of his fellows around him, whose
common interests extort from him what they want, and a
world to live in, admitting of combination and division of
labour, of allotment of property, and of the institution of
rule and law. These three constants may be differently
defined, and differently worked, by writers who elicit the
moral characteristic from them. One may treat it as in-
tuitive from the first, another may expound it as a trans-
figured self-love; a third may mteipret it as a reflection of
others' approval and aversion; but they all of them find it
in the interplay of these fixed constitutions of persons and
things. And though, in reckoning for the influence of pie-
disposition and education, they allow for the presence of a
formed body of social sentiment and law, and for favourable
or unfavourable paientage, they look on these facts only as
elements of the individual's experience, on the same footing
with others that may appear in him for the first time. Or,
if their curiosity pushes the problem fuither back, it stops at
all events with the resources it can command from the
present definition of human nature. The Hartleyan reads
the story of the moral nature in the experience of each single
person: Hobbes, in the foxmation of the State: Cudworth,
Clarke, and Butler, in the impress of eternal law upon the
very make of our humanity.

This mode of treatment was inevitable, so long as man
was marked off from all other species of living beings, or
even placed outside of them as unique. If they were
detached from each other by impassable limits, so that each
had its own private section of natural history, much more
must he be studied in isolation from them all, and interpreted
by internal comparison of text with text of his own oracles.
Thus regarded, he contains in himself all the conditions for
a science of his nature; and his special endowments present
themselves as something wholly new, which derive no light
irom affinity, and are only caricatured by the mocking